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1. You work in the Indiana Pacers PR Department. Your assignment is to create a press release about the Indiana Pacers 2018 upcoming season (pretend you are writing this at some point within the two weeks before the season starts or any point during the season- the exact date is up to you, but must be about a real occurrence within the Pacers organization). Some info can be found on their website: http://www.nba.com/pacers/.  You must select the specific area of focus/message about the upcoming season that is newsworthy.  Before starting the assignment, be sure you have read the materials from class and the attached handout with this assignment on ACE.    
2. This assignment includes two parts: questions to answer prior to writing the release and the actual press release itself. 
3. You will need to answer the questions as part of the planning for your release and attach your answers in a separate document from the release. You can simply number the questions, but your answers should be 450-550 words in total length (all answers in total) with full sentences, proper grammar, spelling, and punctuation. This will require you to do some additional research. Attach a reference page (APA format). 
a. What is the key message (one sentence)?
b. Who is the primary audience? What specific media outlets can help reach the audience(s)?
c. What is in it for this particular audience? What are the potential benefits and rewards?
d. What objective does the release serve? Is it to increase sales, enhance the organization’s reputation, or to increase attendance at an event?
e. How can your message be tailored to the format of a specific media outlet and its readers/viewers?
f. Is a news release a good format to use?  Is this newsworthy enough to warrant a press release?  (hint…if you answer no, then you need to change the focus of the release). 
g. What specific multimedia elements could be included as part of this release?  Be as specific and detailed as possible as to what multimedia elements could be included with your release if the release was posted online.  
4. Remember, the point of the press release is to get these media outlets to report on your story so you want to make it as easy as possible for the journalist to use your release as is to develop a story.  You obviously do not want to include all the details about the upcoming season so you need to select the pieces of information you need to include based on your answers to the above questions. 
5. After answering the questions, write the actual press release itself.  You may develop quotes as part of your supporting paragraphs, but these must be attributed to real people (e.g. if you want to have the quote from the Pacers head coach, you need to look up their name and title and attribute the quote properly to them).  In addition, you can use other supporting materials (facts, stats, etc…), but, these must be real and documented, just like you would do if you worked for the Pacers!   
6. Multimedia elements- The purpose of this assignment is the basic writing of a press release. You do not need to include multimedia elements besides the organizational logo at the top for this assignment (identify organization).  Question 7 above just asks you to consider what additional multimedia elements would be included with the release online.  You do not have to create them.  However, the aesthetic of the written release should follow the format we discussed in class and from your book.  
7. Follow the format we discussed in class and the AP Style Guide for grammar and punctuation. You’re expected to follow the AP basics which can be found here: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/735/02/.  Refer to the press release checklist as well and the handout posted on ACE.   
